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Standing in Liberty 

Sunday, August 12, 2012 – AM 

By Rev. James May 

On March 23, 1775, a fiery patriot to the cause of the American Revolution by the 

name of Patrick Henry gave a rousing speech to the Virginia Convention.  The 

convention was held in St. John’s Church in Richmond, and with all the 

mannerisms of a preacher he shouted those famous words, "Give me Liberty, or 

Give me Death!"  Because of his speech the House of Burgesses voted to send the 

state’s militia to join the Continental Army and cast off the controls of the British 

upon the colonies.  There were two important figures in that convention who 

joined in shouting those words, “Give me liberty, or give me death!”  They were 

George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. 

As I read this accounting of the fire and fervor of the founding fathers of our nation 

and their determination to set in motion a course of action that would make 

America a free nation, I was reminded of another President, Abraham Lincoln, 

who later had to stand upon the battlefields at Gettysburg during the American 

Civil War and gave another speech.  Lincoln’s speed began and ended with this 

same ideal of liberty and freedom. 

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a 

new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men 

are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 

nation, or any nation, so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.” 

He ended his speech that tended to rally the Union behind him and in some ways 

brought the end of slavery and the rebellion that had ripped our nation apart. His 

closing statement was this:  “...that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth 

of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 

shall not perish from the earth.” 

Politicians, like all of us, are good at giving speeches, but often we allow our 

mouths to speak things and write verbal checks that our body can’t cash. At the 

time, Patrick Henry and Abraham Lincoln made their great speeches, they were 

still very much concerned that liberty would not survive and that, once again, the 

American people would become slaves of other nations, or of one another. 

Liberty is a wonderful thing.  The thing that is sad about it is that so many of us 

take liberty for granted until we no longer have it.  And liberty that is lost is so 

very hard to regain.  The power of liberty is fragile and easily broken, and when 
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liberty is lost, what remains is slavery or domination that is more powerful than 

most Americans could imagine.  Liberty is a wonderful thing but it can be lost so 

easily; and when it is lost, it may never be regained without a terrible and costly 

struggle, for those powers which will enslave will not give up their power and 

control easily and must be conquered at all costs. 

I believe that Apostle Paul understood this idea of liberty when he penned these 

words in Galatians 5:1, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 

made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." 

Paul had preached in Galatia to a people who were bound in chains of darkness, 

locked in spiritual cages of doubt, fear and bondage. 

Paul talks about the “yoke of bondage”.  This refers to the idea of placing oxen 

under a yoke and then forcing them to work, pulling a heavy load; continually 

draining all of their strength in repetitious tasks at the whim of their owners.   

Some of you may have felt that way from time to time on your job.  It was as 

though you were tied down and just going through the motions every day.  You 

were constantly working hard, going around in circles, pulling as much of the load 

as you could, but you never seemed to get anywhere.  But there was a big 

difference!  You could have cast off that load and walked away. 

But for the oxen, that’s not a choice, and for those among us who are bound by 

the chains of sin and darkness, there is no escape from the taskmaster’s whip.   

Satan is a hard master to serve.  He has no love, no compassion, no concern for 

the pain you might suffer.  His only job is to push you ever harder, ever deeper 

into the depths of sin and despair.  His ultimate goal is given to us in God’s Word.  

Satan sets out from the very beginning to steal your liberty, kill every hope and 

dream in this life and in the one to come; and to utterly destroy both body in the 

earth, and the soul in hell, forever.  No matter what circumstances may surround 

the sinner now, whether all appears to be well, or he is going through a sort of “hell 

on earth”, remember this:  the worst is yet to come to come for that man, and from 

what is to come there will never be a release or a way of escape.  It is eternal 

doom, always dying but never to die; suffering unimaginable.  That’s the hopeless 

condition of the man without liberty.  He is forever at the mercy of his masters and 

has no power to escape and break free again. 

Through the ministry of Paul and by the grace of God Almighty, many of these 

Galatians were set free from their chains of sin.  It was only by the blood of Jesus 

that these chains could be broken.  The power of God’s Word and the power of the 
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Spirit had set men free; broke every chain that held them bound; and gave them a 

new birth of freedom.  That’s what God does for every single one of us when we 

come to him. 

It took 87 years for our nation to sink from the point of the Declaration of 

Independence and gaining freedom and liberty, back into the place of accepting 

slavery as the norm.  As long as we were willing to compromise the freedom of 

any man, no matter the color of his skin, then we had set ourselves on the road to 

destruction.  It wouldn’t be long before we would all be caught up in that same 

slavery once again. 

The idea of compromising our liberty has seen a resurgence in our nation today, 

and every day we are continuing that march toward losing our liberty.  As a 

nation we are attempting to kick God out of our government and out of the mind of 

the people; and when God isn’t our master then we serve Satan, whose goal for 

mankind has never changed.  Then we wonder why our country is coming apart at 

the seams.  Satan’s goal is to destroy any man, any nation, and all of creation in 

order to get even with God. 

In the heart of a man, when we begin to take for granted the liberty that Jesus 

has bought for us with his own blood; then we open ourselves up to losing that 

liberty.  It all begins with small compromises; little steps into the wrong lifestyle; 

tip-toeing through the tulips of sin around us, until one day we realize that we 

trapped and placed under the yoke of the bondage of sin once again; in a place 

from which we cannot escape. 

We must have the determination of David found in Psalms 119:45, "And I will 

walk at liberty: for I seek thy precepts." 

Walking in Liberty and maintaining our liberty requires a vigilant lifestyle.  We 

must pursue liberty; ever keeping our guard up, lest we lost it all.  A Christian must 

always be aware of the will of God and continually walk in obedience to the word 

of the Lord.  Any of us that want to remain free in this world, must always be 

careful to walk I obedience to the Law of the Land.  Once we make the first 

compromise, it’s a slippery slope downward.  The important thing is to never make 

that first step into sin.  We don’t know where it will take us or how long we might 

have to stay trapped by the chains of sin when we get there. 

David said, “I seek thy precepts”.  This means that he willingly and constantly 

sought to know the will of God.  He studied the Law of God.  He continually 

prayed and desired to know God in a greater fashion all of the time.  It was this 
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conscientious effort, a decision to search out the ways of righteousness, that kept 

David on the road to liberty and helped him to maintain his freedom. 

Every one of us must heed the Word of God.  We must have that diligence to ever 

seek the truth; to always be drawing closer to the Lord; to never allow the 

slightest compromise in our hearts that will destroy the liberty that God has so 

mercifully given to us.   

There is only one true source of liberty and that source is Jesus Christ.  No 

matter who else mankind will turn to, or where we may search, there is no real 

freedom without Jesus.  Everything else in all of creation in under the dominion of 

the devil, and there is no freedom and liberty in serving him.  Until the coming of 

Jesus Christ, and his death upon the cross, there was no hope of true deliverance 

from the bondage and yoke of sin.  Every soul born into this world is destined to 

die a sinner’s death and spend eternity with Satan in the Lake of Fire, unless that 

soul is saved by the blood of Jesus washing away sin. 

Why did Jesus come?  Did he come just to give us a better life?  Did he come just 

to receive our praise?  His whole purpose is set forth in Isaiah chapter 61. 

Isaiah 61:1, "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath 

anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 

them that are bound;" 

God’s love reached out to man who had no liberty and no hope of every being set 

free from the chains of sin.  Jesus came to preach the good news that salvation had 

come.  What man was too meek, and too weak to do; God was going to do for us.   

Loss of Liberty will break the heart of even the most stubborn man.  Grown men 

cry and strong men are made weak when Liberty is taken away.  When the cell 

door of sin slams shut, hope dies, strength fails and then comes the reality of never 

having the power to be free again without someone to care; someone to lift us out. 

Jesus came to bind up that broken heart and proclaim that there is a way to liberty 

again.  He came to open the prison doors, to roll back those steel bars, to destroy 

every barrier that lies between the heart of a sinner and the freedom and liberty that 

God wants us to have.   

What we can’t do for ourselves, Jesus did for us at the cross.  Because He lives; 

we can live also.  Because He overcame sin; we can overcome.  Because He arose 

from the dead; we can rise again also.  It makes no difference how far we have 

gone.  It matters not to God, for dead is dead; but he will bring life again and 
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restore that which has been lost if we will only search diligently for truth and serve 

God with all our heart. 

Isaiah 61:2, "To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;" 

Jesus’ purpose in coming is to let us know that God has made a way for all of us to 

be made acceptable, and that He will judge all things in the end, and for those who 

will accept His offer of liberty there will be a time of eternal comfort and joy; and 

comfort in this life too.  Instead of the hopelessness and seeming impossibility of 

ever rising again, Jesus will make a way and there is hope; there is the power to 

rise from the ashes of defeat to a place of overcoming victory. 

Isaiah 61:3, "To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 

for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 

heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the 

LORD, that he might be glorified." 

For every one of us there was a time when we had no reason to be joyful.  Nothing 

but death and eternal punishment awaited.  There was no hope of rising above the 

power of sin to control us, but now, through Jesus, we have a renewed hope of 

having it all. 

Where there was nothing but a burned out life, opportunities that lay in a heap of 

ashes, and a heavy heart God has given us a beautiful hope and a life with purpose.  

He has brought forth in us a heart of praise and given us the very righteousness of 

Christ through faith.   

I belonged to the devil; but now I belong to God.  We once served the devil, 

sometimes without even knowing it, always doing his will in acts of self-

destruction; but now I’m a Child of God Almighty and my Father in Heaven is 

leading me on to Glory.  What a change He has brought in my life! 

Paul the Apostle, in writing to the Corinthian Church said this in 2 Corinthians 

3:17, "Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

liberty." 

Do we have that liberty that Jesus offers today?  Are we walking diligently 

before God, ever seeking to know the ways of God and to walk in the path of 

Righteousness?  If we want real liberty; if we desire true freedom; if we desires the 

best that God has for us; if we don’t want to miss out on God’s wonderful plan for 

our lives; then we must have the Spirit of the Lord in us, leading us to that place of 

liberty in God. 
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But how do we get there?  What’s the secret to getting and keeping that liberty in 

Jesus? 

I think you can find that answer in the Book of James, Chapter one. 

James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

selves.  

James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth 

therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be 

blessed in his deed. 

Having the liberty that Jesus gives requires something of us.  We have to do his 

will.  It’s not enough just to read the Bible and forget it.  It’s not enough just to 

come to church and hear the sermons.  We have to let those words change us, reach 

down into our hearts and let us know the truth, then cause us to do something about 

what is said and obey the Word of God.  It’s not about reading; it’s about doing! 

Jesus paid the price for your liberty!  Real liberty can only be found in serving Him 

for everything else is founded upon the bondage of sin and the fallen condition of 

mankind!  If we will walk in liberty; if we will walk in victory; if we desire to walk 

in the blessings of God; if we want all that God has for us; then we must walk 

according to God’s Word. 

Do you have that liberty in Jesus? 

Have you allowed compromise with the things of this world to steal that liberty? 

Jesus is here today to give that liberty again! Give Him your heart.  Give him your 

burden.  Give him your troubles.  Give him your cares.  Give him your life.  Give 

him your heart’s desires.  Give it all to Jesus and then you will begin to see the 

blessings of God come to pass in your life. 

God wants to bless.  He wants to restore.  He wants to give you liberty and peace, 

but you have to choose to follow him.  


