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Searching for Peace 

Sunday, December 16, 2012 

By Rev. James May 

Our nation, and especially those families who lost children and loved ones in the 

tragedy at Sandy Hook School in Newton, Connecticut, are searching for answers 

this morning.  Our heart goes out to those who are hurting.  A great and terrible 

tragedy has come to America this week.  I’m sure that all of you were stunned by 

the news of the massacre of so many small children and the school personnel.  It’s 

a tragedy that has stricken the heart of every American. 

America is searching for peace today, but peace is such an elusive thing.  The 

peace that this world gives can be shattered in an instant as we have seen.  It’s a 

peace that is founded upon perfect circumstances and good times.  It’s a peace that 

is fleeting; gone in an instant of time with a single act of evil by anyone whose 

mind is deranged and who certainly has no peace within. 

Peace is something that everyone in the world desires but can never be attained 

by natural means because the heart of man just can’t stop from destroying his 

own peace.   

There is a reason that the world can’t have peace.  That reason is that humanity 

has rejected the only source of real peace.  It’s a peace that could have been ours 

for from the beginning God created the world and put man into it, and for a short 

time peace was all man knew.  But when Adam feel in the garden, that peace was 

taken away and death began to reign in the earth.  

For thousands of years after Adam’s fall, man searched for peace.  But all he found 

was wars and strife on every hand.  Countless lives have cut short; and the souls of 

millions upon millions of people have gone into eternity without ever having 

known real peace in their hearts. 

But the grace of God was extended to us in that little town of Bethlehem over 2000 

years ago when God sent His only Son to bring us a chance for the peace of God to 

reign in the hearts of men once again. 

The Prophet Isaiah foretold his coming long before it happened. 

Isaiah 9:6, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 
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That baby, lying in a manger on that first Christmas morning, born into a world 

that was in the midst of turmoil, came to show us the way to perfect peace once 

again.  Real peace can only come from the source of that peace; and that source is 

God alone. 

The problem is that peace still eludes mankind because men reject who that baby is 

and what He stands for.  Jesus was born that day to become the Savior of the 

world.  Through his own life, his sacrifice, his death, burial and resurrection, Jesus 

came to take upon his shoulders the sin of the whole world that causes men to 

destroy their own peace.  Sin is the culprit that destroys peace; sin that is in the 

heart of men who reject the Prince of Peace; sin that causes spiritual blindness; sin 

that brings death.   

It is the evil heart of man that is the problem.  We can’t blame the devil, even 

though he does everything he can to push us along in our rebellious against God.  

The devil doesn’t make us do anything.  He just opens the door and gives us a way 

to do what we want to do already. 

James 1:14-15, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, 

and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 

is finished, bringeth forth death." 

What do you think brought about the tragedy in Connecticut?  Was it Satan that 

entered the heart of a young man who was mentally disturbed in the first place?  

Did the Devil force him to break into that school and pull the trigger?  No doubt he 

was influence by Satan, and the powers of darkness had a time of celebration as 

that young man destroyed the lives of so many people.  But the Devil didn’t pull 

the trigger; that young man did.   

I wonder how many times Adam Lanza had sat in front of a computer screen and 

acted out the drama of being in a scene where he took a rifle in his hands and 

killed people by the thousands in some computer game like Call of Duty, Halo, 

Quake, Half Life, 24 Days in the Mall and Doom.  (The Columbine High School 

murderers were known to have been big fans of Doom).  There are literally 

hundreds of such games that seem so real and they all have the power to influence 

the mind of those who play them.  They become addictive to the point that some 

people can think of nothing else than to get back to the game. 

Games such as these immerse the player into a false world and for those who are 

already disturbed, the line between the game and reality becomes blurred and when 

they become desensitized to the killing, blood and mayhem; it’s but a short step to 

actually doing the killing for real.  So many kids today live a fantasy life in front of 
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the computer screen and seldom do anything else.  It will have its effect sooner or 

later.  Nothing like that has been said about Adam Lanza, but I would not be 

surprised to read that he was a fan of these types of games. 

In the aftermath of tragedy the biggest question asked is, Why?  Why did he do 

this terrible deed?  Why did he pick this school?  And while no one wants any 

child to be killed, I’m sure the biggest question on the hearts of those who lost a 

child is, Why my child?  What did they do; or what have I done to deserve this?  

There are always questions that just seem to have no satisfactory answer.   

The answer is simply this; the young man was mentally, emotionally and 

spiritually sick and had a score to settle.  The targets of his score were those 

whom he perceived to give him the most trouble such as his mother and maybe 

some of the teachers at her school; and then the rest were just targets of 

opportunity until his lust for revenge ended.  At some point he probably realized 

what he had done and the hopelessness and terror of it all caused him to end his 

own life.  It was premeditated, planned and executed with precision.  It was no 

accident.   

That’s the worst part about it; the fact that there was no reason for so many little 

children to be killed.  It’s the work of a demonically influenced or possessed soul 

with no care or concern for himself or anyone else.  The sad fact is that there are 

people everywhere in that condition and this kind of deed could happen anywhere, 

at any time. 

Where was God in all of this?  I’m sure many are asking that question if they 

even acknowledge that there is a God.  I’ll tell you where he was.  God was 

standing next to each one of those children as their lives were taken; and he 

immediately received them into his arms.  I believe that Jesus was there, with 

tears in his eyes, with sorrow in his heart for the suffering that was going on; and 

yet there was joy in Heaven for each soul that entered there, and sorrow for those 

whose lives were taken that weren’t ready to meet God who are not in Heaven 

today.  It wasn’t God’s fault that anything happened. He had given His Son, Jesus, 

so that this would not have had to happen.  God has done everything he can to get 

mankind to go to him in repentance and allow the peace of God to rule in them; but 

men refuse and choose to go their own way; and the Lord just has to step aside and 

let them go for he will not over rule their free will to sin. 

In John 14:27 Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not 

as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid."   
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America can now live in fear of when the next great tragedy will occur; or we can 

have the peace of God through it all by allowing Jesus into our hearts and our 

nation.  But as long as fear reigns in us; and we reject the peace that only Jesus can 

give; we can expect such things to happen again and again and even grow worse.  

Continual rejection of the Prince of Peace only drives men ever deeper into the 

blackness of sin and there’s no limit to the depth of depravity that people will go 

without God.  Only by knowing and serving the Prince of Peace can this trend be 

reversed and healed.  To have Peace we must know the Prince of Peace.  There’s 

no other way. 

Let us not attempt to judge those who faced this tragedy with a finger of 

accusation.  The tendency in the church of today is to say that some special 

judgment has fallen on those who were hurt because of something they have done.  

I wouldn’t doubt that someone will say that it is their godlessness that brought this 

upon these people. 

The question I have for those who would say such a thing is this:  “What makes 

you think that they deserve judgment more than any of us?”  Time and 

circumstances happen to us all and none are so good that we can say that we 

deserve better.  It’s only by God’s mercy that it’s not you or I mourning over a lost 

child. 

In Luke chapter 13 Jesus spoke concerning this very issue.  In one part of 

Galilee, the Roman governor, Pilate, who would later condemn Jesus to the cross, 

had caught a group of Galileans doing their sacrifices at the Passover.  These Jews 

were very likely some of the followers of Judas Gaulonitis, or Judas of Galilee; 

who tried to start a revolt against Rome telling his followers that it was not lawful 

to give tribute to Caesar. Pilate was enraged and sent a band of soldiers, who killed 

all of them and mingled their blood with the blood of the sacrificial lambs. 

Luke 13:2, "And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans 

were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?" 

In another example Jesus said in Luke 13:4-5, "Or those eighteen, upon whom the 

tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men 

that dwelt in Jerusalem?  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish." 

This didn’t happen in Connecticut, or at this school, because they deserved it 

more than anyone else.  These dear people were no more guilty of rejecting Jesus 

than we were at one time, or that many in our own community are right now!  

There’s no special guilt or innocence to be applied here; only circumstances.  They 
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were in the wrong place at the wrong time.  It’s as simple as that.  If any of us had 

been there, we may well be listed among those who were murdered.  We can’t 

point any fingers or make any rash statements about what someone else deserved.  

If we all got what we deserved we would all be in the Lake of Fire right now.  It’s 

only by God’s grace that we aren’t. 

The only hope I can give to either those who suffered such great loss; or to you 

here that mourn over this deed, is that you give it all to Jesus, trust Him and 

allow the Lord to comfort your hearts.  He alone has the power to give you peace 

in such a tragedy. 

The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:7, "And the peace of God, which passeth 

all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." 

Because the Prince of Peace has come, we can have peace even in the worst of 

circumstances.  Our peace is not founded upon good times or bad times; but upon 

the knowledge that we have eternal salvation and that our God will somehow make 

all this right one day. 

Because we have Jesus, the Prince of Peace, in our hearts, we can go on rejoicing 

in the Lord, serving him with gladness and know that great peace that he gives.  

We can do as Paul said in Colossians 3:15, "And let the peace of God rule in your 

hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful." 

As we close this morning, let me encourage you to pray for the peace of God to be 

in the hearts of those who have lost children; for those teachers and school 

administrators who gave their all for the protection of the children under their care.  

Pray for the families and friends of those who grieve over their loss.  Pray for the 

town of Newton because that whole town needs the peace of God.  With a 

population of only about 2000 or less, there are probably very few families who 

aren’t personally touched by this tragedy.   And finally, pray for our nation, that 

somehow, we can see a turning back to God so that the Prince of Peace may rule in 

us so that we may not see such things happen again.  Our nation truly needs the 

touch of the healing hand of God today. 

While some are using this tragedy to further a political agenda; and others are 

trying to sensationalize it even more for their own financial gain; let us just pause 

to pray for those who are hurting.  The heart of God aches for the pain they bear.  

Like Jesus did at the tomb of Lazarus, I have no doubt that Jesus weeps for those 

who feel without hope today.  May God give them hope.  May the Prince of Peace 

be with them and may God’s loving arms comfort them all. 
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In closing, let me ask, “Do you have that peace that passes understanding in your 

own heart this morning?  Does the Prince of Peace rule and reign in your heart?” 

The real message this morning is that you can have the Peace of God through Jesus 

Christ because he was born in that manger so long ago, to die on the cross, to pay 

the full price for your redemption that you might have peace with God and man. 

Do you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior?  Have you given your life to him? 

Jesus came that you might have hope; that you might have life more abundantly; 

that you might have peace in every circumstance of your life; and that you may 

have the joy of knowing that Heaven will be your eternal home. 

But like Jesus said in Luke 13:5, “I tell you, … except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish."  Whether it’s under tragic circumstances or the normal course of 

life, we all will face that day when we will leave this life and go to face God.  Each 

one will have to answer for his or her own deeds in this life.  If we are to enter 

Heaven’s gates, we must repent of the life of sin that we had, or have, here on 

earth; and commit our way unto the Lord; receiving Him into our hearts as Savior. 

I hope that none of us ever have to face the terrible circumstances in which these in 

Connecticut have perished; but if that day should come, let us make sure we are 

ready to go.  God could call us home at any moment he chooses.  Make your 

salvation sure this morning and let the Prince of Peace bring you peace all the days 

of your life. 


