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Searching for the Easy Road Often Leads into the Hard Way 

Sunday, August 26, 2012 – AM 

By Rev. James May 

Everything in life tends to follow the path of least resistance.  That’s just a fact of 

nature. For instance, if you pour water upon the ground, that water will always 

flow downhill.  The forces of gravity and the path of least resistance are always 

the determining factor in the natural flow of the water.  In order to get water to 

go up a pipe, or to flow uphill, there must be a force with enough power pressing 

upon that water to push against it that is stronger than the forces of gravity that are 

pulling it downhill.  For most of us that force would mean that somewhere in the 

equation there is a pump operating that is building enough pressure to push the 

water in whatever direction we need it to go.  For many of us who are on the water 

system that doesn’t have a pump near our homes, the water is pushed uphill by an 

additional force.  Beside the pump that continuously fills the water towers in our 

area, there is the added force of gravity and the pressure of the water in those 

towers.  Gravity, working on the larger body of water that is high in the air, 

multiplies the force of the water flowing through the water pipes and those two 

forces working together, gravity and pressure, create an even greater flow.  But 

even under those conditions, water will always seek its path of least resistance.  All 

you have to do is have a loose joint and the water will soon be leaking.  Just open 

any faucet, anywhere along the entire length of all the piping from the tower and 

that will suddenly become your path of least resistance and the water will flow out. 

Another example would be that of how electricity works.  An electrical current 

will always find the path of least resistance as well.  The path of electricity has to 

follow a conductor that allows the electrons to flow freely or else the power 

stored in that current is of no use.  We have electrical circuits in this building 

which means that the presence of electrical power is all around us, but that doesn’t 

mean that we just hang a light bulb on one of these chairs and the bulb will work.  

There has to be a conductor connected, like an extension cord.  Without the proper 

conductor, electricity is useless, and all of the power that a nuclear power house 

can produce will do you no good unless you get plugged into the grid of wires 

from the generating station to your house.  But be careful how you connect, and 

where that connection is made, because that same power that can be harnessed to 

make your life so much easier, can also bring your life to end in a flash of light.  

Not being connected can keep you in the dark and improper connections can turn 

you into a crispy critter.   
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Electrical currents are controlled by gates, roadblocks, storage tanks and even “one 

way streets”.  We call those roadblocks Switches; and the gates are called 

transistors; storage tanks are called capacitors and batteries; and the “one way 

streets” are called diodes.  The purpose of all of this is to force the current of 

electricity to flow in the direction that we need it to flow to do a specific task that 

we need done.  Electrical current, like the water, will always seek the path of least 

resistance.  If you need proof, and I would strongly recommend you take my word 

for it and don’t try this at home, just stick your finger in any outlet, or touch the 

internal board of any piece of electrical equipment and you will quickly discover 

that electricity will use your body as the path of least resistance.  The problem with 

that is that the current passing through your body will overwhelm the very small 

currents that normally control your bodily functions and will short circuit your 

body.  That’s what we call electrocution and it’s often fatal.  I believe we can 

safely say that putting your finger in the path of the circuit might create an easy 

road, but we would discover that it has truthfully led us into the hard way. 

The thing that I believe that the Spirit would have me to say to the church this 

morning is that we human beings always tend to want to act naturally in the 

same manner that both the water and the electricity act.  We tend to always 

want to seek the path of least resistance; to find that way that seems to be the 

least troublesome; to always want to find that Easy Button in life. 

There is a commercial on TV for one of the office supply companies in the 

nation that advertises the Easy Button.  No matter what’s going on in your life, 

whether it’s looking for school supplies for the kids, or needing to get a fast 

method of shipping materials for your job, the Easy Button is always there.  Just 

press the button and your life is made easy, breezy simple.  That would be great, if 

life could only work that way.  It always works in the commercial; but never in 

reality. 

I am reminded of the old Roadrunner and Coyote cartoons where the coyote 

would be chasing the Roadrunner but never quite catch him.  Wiley Coyote 

would always try to find the easy way.  He’d strap himself to a rocket to go faster.  

He’d paint a false tunnel on the mountainside.  He’d drop a boulder out of the sky.  

He’d try to blow up the bridge over the chasm.  But no matter what he did to find 

the easy way to catch that Roadrunner; it would backfire on him and he’d suddenly 

discover that he was on the road to getting hurt.  His search for the Easy Road 

would always lead to the Hard Way! 
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It has always been my experience that it is very tempting to take the easy path; 

that path that would seem to cause me the least pain; that would require the least 

personal commitment; that would make life easier.  We all have those tendencies, 

but like the water and the electricity, we must have the will power and 

determination to allow ourselves to be controlled.  The path of least resistance in 

your life is not always the path that leads to success.  In fact, following the path of 

least resistance in your life often leads to a life of poverty, of immaturity and 

places you at the mercy of those who are willing to give you the necessities of life. 

Getting a job is not easy, and then going to that job every day of your life, is even 

harder.  Even if you like what you do, there’s the choice every morning of forcing 

yourself out of bed, getting dressed, fighting the traffic and crowds and then doing 

what you have to do to be a success on that job.  That’s not the path of least 

resistance but it’s the path that leads to a better life. 

There are many today who choose that path of least resistance and simply refuse to 

work.  They won’t make the effort to seek a job; and their path through life has 

shown that even if they get a job, they miss so much work that they don’t keep that 

job long.  Or even if they do show up, their supervisors have to spend a lot of their 

time during the day checking on them to make sure that they aren’t hiding, 

sleeping on the job and actually doing some work.  I’ve seen a lot of people whose 

work ethic was this bad, and that path of least resistance on their behalf has never 

led them to the easy road in life.  Instead they have found that the “Easy Road” has 

led them into the Hard Way of life.   

The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 3:10-11, "For even when we were with 

you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  

For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at 

all, but are busybodies." 

Sadly, we are becoming a nation of busybodies; a nation of people who are all 

looking for the Easy Way out; and as we continue to try to follow that path of least 

resistance; we are going to discover one day that we have found the Hard Way; 

that way that leads to giving our lives over to the absolute power of an outside 

force that will make us go the way they want to and there will be little we can do 

about it short of absolute rebellion. 

But it doesn’t stop with our nation; the important thing that I want to get across 

to the church this morning is that, as Christians, we are often just as prone to 

look for that Easy Road in our walk with the Lord.  And just as surely as that road 

leads to the Hard Way in any other path of life, it will lead Christians into a Hard 

Way as well.  The path of least resistance in serving the Lord does not lead us into 
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a place of spiritual growth and maturity in our faith.  Instead, it often leads to a 

place of doubt, fear and frustration; a place where Satan can cast a spirit of 

condemnation upon us and steal that victory in Christ that once was given to us 

when we came to Jesus. 

The path of least resistance in serving the Lord means that we look for the least 

amount of commitment to Christ that we possibly have and still claim to be 

serving Him.  It is as though we are carrying all of the weight of the cares of life, 

the weight of the world, and the love of the pleasures of this world, upon our 

shoulders.  We have all of the baggage of life; the ambition of a chosen career; the 

desire for the better things in life; a need for the pleasures of life, and somewhere, 

stuffed inside all of that baggage, we have Jesus.  He’s there somewhere, but often 

we can’t find him, can’t hear him and don’t see him.  He’s covered in the dust of 

the path we’ve walked, hidden behind the TV set; or lost inside the cell phone.  But 

he’s there.  Jesus is still with me and I’ll find him in a minute. 

I remember that High School seemed to be more or less a breeze for me.  It 

didn’t seem to take much work to make good grades.  I guess I was just a natural 

born genius. (HA!)  I did study. I decided to make the grades, and yet it all seemed 

to just come naturally most of the time.  Some courses required more effort than 

others, but overall it was not bad.  The problem with that was that I never really 

had to buckle down and study hard and even taking the Easy Road, I had a good 

measure of success.  There’s no doubt in my mind that I could have finished at the 

top of the class, but that would have required just a little more effort. 

I’ve discovered in life that being among the most successful doesn’t mean that 

we have to be superhuman.  It simply means that we have to refuse to take the 

path of least resistance and force ourselves to be just a little more committed; and 

to put forth just a little more effort than the average person.  Just 1% is all it takes 

to leave the place of mediocrity where 50% of people live and step into that place 

where success begins, at the 51% mark. 

After High School I went to LSU for a while, but that required a little more 

commitment.  It required walking a little more in the path that wasn’t so easy.  

Things happened and I chose the path of least resistance.  I quit school, got a good 

job and got married.  It wasn’t long before I discovered that the Easy Road would 

lead to the Hard Way.  The path of least resistance led me to the Hard Way of 

being under the control of others who forced me into their Hard Way in the little 

country of Vietnam.  Choices that seemed to be so small led me into a path that has 

determined every step of my life from that day to this in some way. 
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What about our commitment to following Jesus?  Are we choosing the Easy 

Road in following the Lord?   

Proverbs 16:25, "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 

are the ways of death. 

The way that seems right is the Easy Way.  It’s the path in life that will offer us 

the least resistance; a road that seems smooth and easier to walk.  Like the water 

and the electricity, the right way seems to always follow the path of least resistance 

and the way that flows downhill. But let us never forget what lies at the bottom of 

the hill! 

It’s easier to just read the Bible passively, without really digging into that Word; 

than it is to mine for the nuggets of Truth that are just waiting to be discovered.   

It’s easier to just recite a quick prayer, or whisper a prayer to God as we are 

drifting off to sleep, than it is to really dedicate time to seeking the face of God so 

that we may know the Mind of God.   

It’s easier to just come to the church, sit and enjoy the presence of God, and be 

blessed in the worship and hear the Word, than it is to be committed to doing a 

work in the church and taking on the reigns of an outreach ministry to bless others.   

It’s easier to feel like we’ve satisfied that spiritual hunger in our hearts by just 

skirting the call of God; than to really commit ourselves to doing whatever it takes 

to fulfill that calling and become all that God would have us to be. 

But where does that kind of commitment lead us?  I believe that the Holy Spirit is 

saying to us this morning that if we always choose the path of least resistance; if 

we always look for the Easy Road; and if we always walk the easy path, that we 

will never become the people of God that we could be.  

In order to be used by God we have allow him to be the gate through which all 

power flows into our lives.  The thing that motivates us must be our love for Jesus 

and his power on the inside that moves us.  Then we have to allow the Holy Spirit 

to be the One who opens and closes the right doors in our lives so that we may 

walk in God’s will.  We must not allow feelings to get in the way.  The way you 

feel has nothing to do with what God wants you to do.  The flesh often doesn’t 

feel like doing what God wants. 

Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and 

all these things shall be added unto you." 
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Putting Jesus first in your life will require more than just looking for the Easy 

Way.  Putting Jesus first means that you are willing to submit to the controls that 

Jesus puts in your life, through His Word, and by the leading of the Holy Spirit, 

that will take you where Jesus wants you go, cause you to do what the perfect will 

of God is for your life; and ultimately drive you to that place of overcoming power 

in God for your life.  You will be used for His glory; spent for His cause and your 

life will be fully used for his Purpose! 

All of “self” must be put aside.  What Jesus wants must become what you want.  

Where Jesus wants to take you, must become where you want to go.  What Jesus 

desires for you to do for Him must become what you want to do more than 

anything else in life.  That’s choosing the Hard Way in serving Jesus because it 

goes against everything that the flesh would desire to do.  But in the end, it will 

lead us to the truly Easy Road in life, for there is no better life than to live in the 

perfect will of God while walking in the path that He has chosen for us. 

Christians who choose the Easy Way now, will discover that they are in the really 

“Hard Way” later.  That Hard Way will include feelings of guilt and shame down 

the road because we will always have to confess that we missed the mark somehow 

and that we could have done so much more for God than we did.  It will include 

having to fight that spirit of condemnation because the devil will make it his 

business to always throw up in your face that you aren’t worthy; that you didn’t 

really give your all to Jesus; and that you are a failure in your Christian walk.  

There will always be those doubts that arise because we never really learned to cast 

all of our cares upon the Lord and just trust him; and now we don’t know if God 

will really bless us since we aren’t where we should be in Him.  Every day that you 

live will be filled with frustration for there will be constant reminders of what 

could have been; or what should have been; if only I had truly sold out to God.  

Then there will be that accusing finger of the devil that is always pointing at you, 

accusing you of being a liar; because you’ve lied to yourself, lived a lie before 

your fellow Christians; and you’ve tried to even fool God!   

I know Christians who have lived under this kind of oppression for a long time 

simply because they’ve never truly sold out to God and stopped seeking the Easy 

Road in serving the Lord. 

Those Christians who have chosen to give their all; who have been fully 

committed and dedicated to the Lord also have troubles in life.  But their lives 

are filled with faith and joy.   
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No matter what happens they can walk in the calm assurance and victory.  Nothing 

seems to phase their faith, belief and trust in God.  The reason is that they had 

come to know Jesus in a deeper, more fulfilling manner than those who always 

choose the Easy Way. 

These folks chose the Hard Way; that path of greater requirements; that path that 

leads to a deeper walk with God; but in the end their way is the Easy Way because 

God makes the way easy. 

Proverbs 13:18, "Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but 

he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured." 

Why is God saying this to us this morning?  It’s because He desired that all of us 

would be willing to do just a little bit more than the average Christian.  He wants 

us to live above the mediocrity and the mindset of just getting by.  God wants us to 

be fully dedicated and wholly committed to Him, putting Him first in all things.  

That’s the Hard Way to live according the way most people think; but in reality it 

is the Easy Road through life.  What could be easier than being in the center of 

God’s will all the time? 

The truly Hard Road is found by following the path that is Easy; that path that 

requires little of us; allows us to live half-heartedly; and continuously makes us 

believe that all is well when in truth it isn’t.  It’s easy to be uncommitted to a work 

for God.  It’s easy to just be a fly on the wall; or a member of the church that is lost 

in the crowd.  It’s easy to sit back and watch while others do the work of the 

ministry.  But the end of that road is the Hard Way, and if we aren’t careful, it will 

be the road to spiritual death! 

Our greatest enemy is ourselves and our tendency to seek the path of least 

resistance; and our second greatest enemy is the devil who constantly tempts us 

with things that will satisfy the desires of the flesh.  The road to hell is easy and 

that’s why the majority of men will walk that path.  Just do what you want, when 

you want, however you want, for as long as you want; and that’s where you’ll be in 

the end.  It’s an easy road now; and yet it’s hard at the same time for without Jesus, 

life is so much harder.   

The great thing is that the longer you live for God and the more you walk that 

way that seems so hard to the world, the easier your life becomes and your walk 

through life becomes a cake walk.  That’s because you know you have faith in 

God and you know that you can trust Him to bring you through. 
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It’s a paradox of life that The Easy Road leads to the Hard Way; and the Hard 

Way leads to the Easy Road! 

Which path have you walked?  Have you sought the easy way out?  Are you 

looking to just get by; to do enough to be saved but never get fully committed? 

Galatians 6:7-8, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 

soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 

reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 

everlasting." 

If we sow a half-hearted life for Jesus, then how can we expect to gain the best 

that God has to give?  If we live life on the path of least resistance, we will reap a 

life that is weak spiritually and with the constant fear that we may not be worthy to 

be a part of God’s family.  Worthiness comes only through the blood of Jesus; but 

the faith to believe in the power of the blood alone to make us worthy will be 

weak.  God knows your heart; and He knows whether your heart is truly in love 

with Jesus or if you’re just giving Him lip service. 

We must have the attitude of David who wrote in Psalms 51:10-12, "Create in me 

a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 

thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit." 

God help us not to just choose the Easy Way.  Let us choose what appears to be the 

Hard Way; that Highway of Holiness; that Road of Dedication; that path of 

Commitment; and let us walk in that way until it becomes the Easy Way; that way 

that leads to life and victory in Jesus. 

It’s never too late to change the path you are walking in.  It’s never too late to 

choose to walk with Christ!  His way may seem hard to man; but for those who 

choose to follow close to Jesus; we discover that it truly is the Easy Way through 

life. 

 


