
Message from Sunday AM 7/21/13 

Pure Religion – Practical Religion 
 

In Matthew chapter 22, and again in Luke chapter 14, Jesus gives us the parable of the Wedding 

Feast.  In this parable we see that there are many who are invited to the wedding who refuse to 

accept the invitation and come up with every excuse not to attend.  It is at that point that Jesus 

describes what we must consider to be a mandate from God; something that we all must do in 

order that God’s house will be full of people who are a part of the family of God. 

 

We must never forget that the invitation to be Born Again and adopted into God’s family is an 

open invitation to “Whosoever Will”, and not just to the “Chosen Few”, sometimes referred to as 

the “Frozen Chosen” that occupy the House of God.  The church can become so inwardly 

focused; so self-centered in all of its activities and outreaches, that it becomes nearly ineffective 

in reaching the lost.   

 

While caring for the people of God in the church is a very important part of the ministry of the 

church, we must not forget about the Great Commission given to every one of us by Jesus 

himself who said in Mark 16:15 … Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature. 

 

I realize that not everyone is called to go on a foreign mission field but we are all called to be 

missionaries wherever we are.  The whole world is a mission field, and right now, in our 

society, I believe that America has become one of the most anti-God mission fields on the earth.  

There are just as many godless people in our nation as anywhere else; and there are multitudes of 

people right here who have never heard that Jesus loves them and wants to save them.  

 

“Every Creature” not only means the hungry child in Africa, or the poverty stricken streets of 

India, or the demonically controlled villages of Haiti; but “Every Creature” also means your 

next door neighbor or the co-worker on the job or the people in the grocery store.  God loves 

every soul equally, no matter who they are, where they are or what we might think of them. 

 

Those who reject the invitation do not give us the excuse to say, “Well, I tried, but no one 

would hear.”  Rejection is just part of spreading the gospel.  No everyone will hear; but someone 

will, and our job is to go and spread the message of the gospel and trust God to bring in the 

harvest of souls. 

 

In the parable of the wedding feast, the master told his laborers that when those who had been 

invited refused, then it was really time to go to work.  The easy work was done with those who 

were close by, easy to approach and quick to witness to and invite, but after their rejection, then 

it was time to go out and find those who weren’t so easy to find or talk to.  It was time to go and 

find them where they were – in the gutters, along the side of the roads, living in the hovels and 

out under the trees – the hungry, the needy – those who didn’t seem to be the type of people that 

anyone would want to invite to a wedding.  Yet that’s exactly who the Master said to go and 

find, and to compel them with all means available to come to the wedding feast! 

 



 

Matthew 22:9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 

marriage.  

 

Matthew 22:10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many 

as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

 

Luke 14:22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is 

room.  

 

Luke 14:23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and 

compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

 

James writes to let us know that it’s not just enough to be pious or religious.  There are many 

religions around the world, and one of the things that really hinders the ability to reach out to a 

lot of people is when we get that old religious attitude.   

 

Religion means more than just begin pure and holy.  It means living in a world that is caught 

in darkness and sin and still allowing yourself to be real and relatable to those who aren’t in 

your religious circle.  It’s more than following rules and regulations set out by the preacher, or 

the church, or the denomination you’re in.  It’s all about letting the Love of God shine through 

you so that others can see Jesus in you within a proper balance. 

 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

 

Do you really want to be the Christian that Jesus intends for you to be?  Here’s how:  Go visit 

those who are fatherless – especially those who have no Heavenly Father that they can call 

upon.  They may be children of the devil, but God still loves them and cares for them, and He 

wants to be their Father.  The father they have now is only out to kill, steal and destroy – Satan 

has no love for his followers, no matter how much they serve him or worship him.  He’s the 

Great Deceiver – making his followers think that he cares, but he doesn’t. 

 

Go and share the Love of God with those who have no love to give in return; at least not until 

the Love of God fills their hearts as He has yours.  They may be hateful, disrespectful, 

uncaring, unwilling even at first to listen; dirty, shameful, foul-mouthed and every other 

adjective you might want to use to describe – BUT SO WERE WE AT ONE POINT!  Their 

hope is in Jesus, just as your hope is in Jesus.  Just as someone shared the gospel with you; so 

must we share it with others. 

 

In the process of ministry, let us also the second part of what True Religion is – to keep 

ourselves unspotted from the world. 

 

What that means is that we must go down to the place where we can minister to those who 

need Jesus, but we can never become like them to reach them.  Going into the place where they 

live is necessary, but God never intends for us to stay there with them.  What kind of hope can 



we offer people for deliverance when we are living in the same squalor and depths of sin as they 

are?  Their hope can only be founded on seeing that Jesus has lifted us out of the miry clay of sin 

and has delivered us from sin.  That can give hope to someone who is desperately looking for 

what we already have!  Offer them Jesus as a way of deliverance – a way to a better life! 

 

All of us are looking forward to gaining the reward that Jesus has promised us when we get to 

Heaven.  But I want to tell you that there are rewards to be gained in this life that are 

outstanding as well!   

 

Matthew 10:42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold 

water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 

 

Some of the greatest rewards you will ever receive in life will come when you reach out to help 

someone in need!  There’s just no greater feeling of satisfaction; no better reward than watching 

the face of someone light up when you are able to meet a real need in their lives. 

 

I’ve seen the face of the hungry when you give them food.  I’ve watched the smiles on the faces 

of those who needed clothing or just a hand up in life!  It’s a great feeling to know that you can 

make a difference for someone. 

 

But the absolute greatest satisfaction, and greatest reward that you’ll ever experience in life is 

when you have the opportunity to lead someone to Jesus and see the load of sin lifted off of 

their shoulders.   

 

Jesus said that when you reach out to others, giving them not only the message of the gospel, but 

giving them even so much as a cup of water when they’re thirsty as a disciple of Christ, then 

your reward is assured, and in fact, is often very quick in coming. 

 

There are a lot of people and organizations in the world who are trying to help those in need, and 

it’s all very good and commendable; but there’s no greater method of reaching out to others than 

in the name of Jesus, showing them the way to the Father in Heaven; giving them hope for a 

better tomorrow; and letting them know that the Love of God is theirs for the taking just by 

repenting of sin and accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

Let us have that Pure Religion, that religion that is far above any other found in the world!  Let 

us go out and visit the Fatherless and help them find their Father in Heaven.  Let us go and reach 

out to the widows, those who have no one to care and nothing to give; and give them Jesus.  Let 

us go as True Disciples of Christ, full of the Holy Ghost and Power, and preach Jesus that they 

can be free. 

 

Put your faith to work in practical ways; by having the good works required of True Religion.   

 

Faith without works is dead!  But faith with good works in the name of Jesus is alive and 

powerful!   

 



Go into the world and preach the gospel in every way you can.  Reach out to those in need and 

give them Jesus.  Then show the power of True Religion by doing what you can give a helping 

hand that will lift them out of their miry pit of life.   

 


