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God’s All-Sufficient Grace 
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By Rev. James May 

John MacArthur, in his book Our Sufficiency in Christ, tells a story from the life 

of Charles Spurgeon, a great preacher who lived from 1834 – 1892 in Great 

Britain, often called “The Prince of Preachers” by his peers, was riding home 

one evening after a heavy day’s work, feeling weary and depressed, when the 

verse came to mind, “My grace is sufficient for you” (II Corinthians 12:9).  

In his mind Spurgeon thought of God’s grace and compared himself to a little 

fish in the Thames River.   This little fish was worried lest he would drink so 

much water that the river might run dry.   Then, it is as though the River Thames 

has a voice that speaks to the fish, “Drink all you want, little fish. My water 

supply is sufficient for you.”  

Next he thought of a little mouse that found a way into the granaries of Egypt.  

This little mouse was afraid lest its daily nibbles of grain would exhaust the 

supplies and cause it to starve to death. Then Joseph comes along and says, 

“Cheer up, little mouse. My granaries are sufficient for you for a thousand 

lifetimes.”  

Then he thought of a man climbing some high mountain to reach its lofty 

summit and dreading lest his breathing there might exhaust all the oxygen in the 

atmosphere. Then The Creator’s voice speaks out of heaven saying, “Breathe 

away, oh man, and fill your lungs. My atmosphere is sufficient for you!” 

Grace is simply the powerful, undeserved, unlimited activity of God in our lives to 

give all, supply all and create in us all that it is in His will to do. 

The life of a Christian runs on grace, much like a car runs on gasoline. Everything 

God calls upon us to be and do is the product of God’s grace at work in our lives. 

Thus as we live each day we ought to consume grace. Dallas Willard says, “The 

saints burn grace like a 747 burns fuel on takeoff, because everything we do is a 

manifestation of grace.”  God’s wonderful grace to you and I is ever sufficient 

and will never run dry. 

But God’s grace only does its work in us and for us, when we set aside our own 

sufficiency and stop relying on our own strength.  
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2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 

strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 

my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  

So long as we are full of our confidence and resources there is no room for the 

grace of God. When we empty ourselves of that self-confidence we leave room for 

the powerful grace of God to take over. 

This is true of our salvation. Ephesians 2:8 says, “It is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…” 

Salvation isn’t accomplished by our good works, but by the powerful, undeserved 

activity of God in our lives. We appropriate this grace by believing. 

This is also true of our service. When our lives are sustained by the grace of God 

what flows from our lives is effective service for God and to others.  

The Apostle Paul saw his life and ministry as being powered only by grace when 

he wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:10,  But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his 

grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored more 

abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

So grace doesn’t mean that I just sit back and do nothing. It means that I allow 

grace to produce in me all that God intends for it to produce. Even my work of 

service to God and others becomes the product of the grace of God at work. 

Service to others done only through a personal desire or a compassionate heart, it 

may be helpful and commendable. The result is that good things are done and 

people may be helped by me. But when my service is fueled by God’s powerful, 

undeserved activity in my life through grace, then the result is that great things 

are done and people are helped by God. 

Grace has been defined as "the love and mercy given to us by God because God 

desires us to have it, not because of anything we have done to earn it",
[1]

 "it is 

God’s Love given by Him to the Human race, so that we can become overcomers 

in this life.” 

God’s grace is given generously, spontaneously, free, complete and it’s something 

that none of us could expect, and certainly nothing we could ever earn. 

By God’s grace, He reached out to each of us when we lost in the miry pits of 

sin.  And by His grace, he broke through that barrier of spiritual death, when I 

was yet dead in sin and unable to call out to Him – It was His grace that broke 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_(Christianity)#cite_note-1
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down the barrier and reached into that darkness and pulled me into his 

marvelous light where I could finally see how great God is and have the 

opportunity to accept his gift of salvation and eternal life – it’s all by His Grace 

alone! 

One of the things about God’s grace that we must understand is that there is 

nothing that we have done, and nothing that we could ever do, to earn that grace.   

Men may say that we earn that grace through partaking in the Lord’s Supper, but 

it’s by grace that we can even observe the sacraments.  Without the grace of God, 

there are no sacraments.  It’s by God’s own grace that Jesus came down and gave 

His body and blood for our salvation. 

In the modern church, there are many who now try to preach that we have 

somehow developed the ability to decide our own fate and earn our own salvation, 

without God’s grace.  Somehow we can do enough good things, live a life that is 

moral enough, be faithful enough to earn our way into Heaven.  But without grace 

none of these things take us anywhere! 

And even though we agree with the idea that good works alone can’t save us, yet 

how often do we lapse into trying to earn our way back to God’s grace when we 

fail in our walk with God?  The only “work” that counts at all is “repentance for 

the sin which we have done and then accepting God’s grace once again.”  Grace 

was always there, but we laid God’s grace aside and picked up our spiritual tools 

and tried to dig our way out of our pit of sin back into the grace of God.  But no 

matter how much we work at it, the only way that we are ever going to be forgiven 

and cleansed is by God’s grace. 

Even our very best efforts are seen a “filthy rags” in God’s eyes, so how could 

those efforts count for anything in reaching the holiness of God?  No – it has to 

come because of unmerited favor, something that God chooses to do because we 

simply can’t do anything – that’s God’s grace. 

How many times have we tried to do the work of the Lord in my our own power!  

When we pray for the sick and they don’t seem to recover, I can’t help but think, 

“Is it me?  Is it a lack of faith?  Do we not truly believe that God is a miracle-

working God?”  That’s when I have to remind myself that the answer to that 

prayer is not in my power to give.  All I can do is pray the prayer of faith, doing 

the best I can to believe, and my best is never good enough.  DO YOU GET THE 

PICTURE?  It’s not about “my faith” or “my prayer”; it’s all about God’s 
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Grace.   By God’s grace alone the healing will come.  By God’s grace alone, the 

prayer is answered. 

Yet the thought always comes to mind, “Should I have prayed longer?  Should I 

have said this, or that?  Should I have used a little more anointing oil?  What more 

could I have done?  Did I fall short somehow of having the faith and power in me 

to touch the throne of God for those who are in need?”  And once again, I must 

conclude that it is not long prayers, or gallons of oil, or how much I pray or work 

as a pastor that makes the difference.  It’s is by God’s Grace alone! 

When we finally figure out that it’s not us that brings down the answer; but the 

answer comes by Grace alone; it lifts a heavy burden off our shoulders.   

In this there is a danger because the realization that it is by God’s grace alone 

that we receive anything from Him, we can cause us to believe that God’s grace 

will be extended no matter what we do, so why pray at all?  Why do anything?  

Let’s just sit back and wait for God to move according to His grace.  Our 

responsibility and accountability in serving the Lord seems to vanish into a 

meaningless cloud of activity that has no reward. 

There are times when we pray the prayer of faith for the sick, and they just seem to 

get worse.  There are times when we pray for the salvation of a loved one, and they 

just run further away from God.  Does that mean our prayer isn’t good enough?  

Where is God’s grace in that? 

But God’s grace is still sufficient even when the prayer we pray isn’t answered 

immediately.  His grace is sufficient to carry us onward until the answer does 

come.  His grace is there to keep our lost loved one safe until the time is right for 

the Holy Spirit to move upon them.  God’s grace is sufficient and longsuffering so 

that even when the sickness grows worse and the circumstances turn in the wrong 

direction, His grace is still there, helping us to hold on and overcome in spite of all 

that life can throw against us. 

I remember when I was a kid, probably about 11 or 12 years old, that I had 

developed a pollup, or a growth in my sinus cavities that stopped me from 

breathing except through my mouth.  These things had come twice before and 

had to be removed surgically.  By the time the third one came along, I was really 

trying to have faith to believe that God would give me a miracle of healing.   

At 12 years old, I knew I was saved.  I had repented of all the murders, the 

robberies, the lying and cheating, and all the other things that I had done as a 
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kid from as far back as I could remember.  (No, I didn’t do all that, but what’s the 

difference?  I knew even then that one sin is as bad as another in the eyes of God, 

and if all I ever did was steal a penny, or tell one little lie, or steal one cookie from 

the jar, I was as guilty of sin as the worst murderer in the land.) 

But I was forgiven of that sin.  I was as faithful in church as a 12 year old could 

be.  I was even getting ready to be a youth leader in just a short time.  I prayed in 

my own way.  I read the Bible (and it was the King James Version too.  The real 

Word of God!  None of those “bad”, “wrong interpretation”, and “uninspired” 

Bibles would do for me).  I had seen miracles; been filled with the Holy Ghost with 

the evidence of speaking in other tongues.  I was as good a Christian as I knew 

how to be!  Surely God would honor my faith after all I had done for Him. 

So I prayed for a healing miracle, trying to believe God to take that growth away 

without having to have another surgery.  I remember being wheeled into the 

operating room and begging the doctor to take one last look to make sure that 

the growth wasn’t gone.  He wouldn’t look, and that made me upset.  But I laid 

back and counted to 2 or 3 and woke up later with about 20 feet of gauze stuffed 

in my sinuses where the growth had been. 

God, why didn’t you heal me?  Why didn’t you give me that miracle?  Why did I 

have to go through three surgeries, two years of allergy shots twice a week, and 

stay away from red pepper, dust and other things?  Wasn’t I good enough?  I used 

all the faith I could muster and quoted every verse on healing I knew and believed 

that God could do anything?  Still, it didn’t work!    I want to tell you, that as a 

child of 12 years old, I lost faith in praying for much of anything for a while.  But I 

still believed God could do anything, so I didn’t turn away.  I just kept on trying 

my best to serve him. 

I thought I knew why those prayers didn’t work.  It had to be because I had 

failed God.  Maybe I watched the wrong TV show; or didn’t pray enough; or 

didn’t believe enough.  After all, we all have our doubts when we pray!  WE are 

all a bunch of “Doubting Thomas” people, saying, “Lord, I believe, help my 

unbelief!”  Maybe it was just that little bit of doubt that stopped my miracle.  

Maybe it was something else.  It had to be my fault somehow, after all, God is 

Perfect, Holy, Just and True.  

It took a long time for me to come to understand enough about the Grace of God to 

know that it was not my doubts that stopped the miracle of healing; neither was it 

because God didn’t care.  It was all to serve a greater purpose in my life in Jesus.  I 
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learned that I had to trust God, believe in Him and serve him whether he answered 

that prayer or not. 

Somewhere, sometime, I read in Job 13:15 where Job said, “Though he slay me, 

yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.” That’s the 

day that I began to realize how the Grace of God works.  God’s grace never leaves.  

His grace is sufficient to bring us through the suffering and pain, and still 

sufficient to help us to stay true and faithful in spite of what we have to face.  

God’s grace is all-sufficient; more than enough to see us through to the final 

victory that is ours through Jesus Christ. 

Like the Apostle Paul, we learn to accept those things that are ordained in our 

lives that may cause us pain and suffering.  We realize that it isn’t our strengths 

that bring the answer to prayer, nor is it our weakness that stops the answer from 

coming.  Whether the answer comes now, next week, next year or never – God’s 

grace is still sufficient to bring us through it all! 

Those things that come against us only serve to make us stronger in our faith and 

stronger in our trust toward God for we know that His Grace is all-sufficient!  Our 

suffering, like Paul’s thorn in the flesh, serve to drive us to be more reliant upon 

the Lord and less upon ourselves.  

We finally come to learn that in our greatest moments of weakness, Jesus is 

made stronger in us; and His Light can shine ever brighter through us.  The 

Christian’s greatest desire should be to bring the Light of Christ into the world, and 

often that prayer is answered by God’s grace allowing us to face the pain and 

suffering that our continued faithfulness in serving the Lord in spite of the 

suffering, becomes the very thing that brings glory to the Lord! 

Some of you are suffering in your body today.  For some it may be a debilitating 

disease like diabetes, arthritis, or COPD.  For others it may be something that is 

even more serious and maybe even life threatening.  For others it may be a need in 

your life such as finances, jobs, a stronger relationship in your family.  You’ve 

prayed and tried to believe God for healing but it has not come.  You have sought 

God in prayer, believing and trusting Him for the deliverance you desire, but no 

answer has come to your prayer; at least not one that you have seen yet. 

What the Lord would have me to say to you this morning is that you’re still here 

by the Grace of God, and as long as you walk in this life, you will be walking by 

His Grace.  Your faithfulness and trust in God are products of the Grace of God 

that has been placed in your heart by a loving and caring Father in Heaven.   



7 

 

And God would have you to know that in spite of all you’re going through, and 

in spite of whatever may yet lie ahead, His Grace is sufficient for you.   

By God’s all-sufficient Grace, He has brought you this far, and by that same all-

sufficient Grace, He will see you through.  Then by His all-sufficient Grace, we 

shall all be together with Jesus forever and ever. 

Thank God for His marvelous Grace! 

 

 


