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Dead Man Walking 

Sunday, February 22, 2015  

By Rev. James May 

Louisiana State Penitentiary, known as Angola, is the largest maximum security 

prison in the nation and has earned the nickname of the Alcatraz of the South.  .  

Of all American prisons, Angola has the largest number of inmates on life 

sentences in the United States.  In 2010, there were over 80 inmates who were on 

death row.  

Death row has a long hallway that that prisoners must walk on their way to the 

execution chamber, often referred to as the “Green Mile”.  It surely must seem like 

it’s a mile long to those who have taken that final journey even though it’s really a 

short walk.   

As the condemned prisoner walks past the cells of Death Row on his way to 

execution, those who are watching him go by will often say, “Dead man Walking”, 

for though he is alive, it won’t be for long. 

I was thinking of this scene and wondering why this had come to my mind.  

Thinking about Angola and its Death Row is just something that I rarely do.  It’s 

not something that I like to dwell upon.  No one likes to think about ending the life 

of a man even though that man has been proven guilty of terrible crimes and 

sentenced by the court to pay for what he has done.  Whether you agree with the 

death penalty or not, there are scriptural and justifiable reasons for the death 

sentence. 

As I was thinking on these things the Lord led me to begin reading in Genesis 

chapter 2 and 3, and in the story of man’s beginning, God began to reveal some 

things to me.  It’s not a new revelation, but a reminder of why there is even a need 

for a maximum security prison and a death row for hardened criminals. 

When God created man, forming Adam from the dust of the earth, God breathed 

life into Adam and he became a living soul.  Inside of Adam’s being, not the body 

of flesh, but in his heart and soul there was a place where the Spirit of God 

dwelled.  The real source of Adam’s life, and of all living things, is the Lord. 
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Without God’s life, there is no life.  Jesus told us that he is the Truth, the Life and 

the Way! 

But man’s life is more than just a living body!  God didn’t just create man with life 

like he did the rest of creation.  He simply spoke animals, plants and creatures of 

the sea into existence.  His power of life for them came through his Word alone 

that carries the power of life. 

But God did more than speak life into Adam; He breathed his own life into man!  

God’s life is eternal and that eternal life made Adam different, for it made him a 

living, eternal being.  Man became a living soul; an eternal soul that shall exist 

forever, even after this life on earth is done. 

Man was created by a loving, holy God to be pure, innocent and eternal; to be a 

creation that would satisfy God’s own desire for someone to love and care for.  

God created man to be his own family; a family of eternal children who he could 

love; and who could love him in return and enjoy the wonders of God’s love in the 

creation that God had provided for man as a dwelling place. 

There was a place in the very heart of Adam where God dwelled.  The scripture 

tells us in Genesis 3:8 that God would come to Adam and Eve to walk with them 

and talk with them in the cool of the evening.  I get the picture in my mind that 

God was ever watching over them, but there was this daily communication that 

Adam and Eve enjoyed as the love of God filled their hearts while they walked 

with him.   

That’s the relationship that God wants with all of us.  He desires more than 

anything else to walk with you and I in a place of perfect communion and a love 

relationship that is beyond anything we could imagine right now.  He wants to be 

able to speak to you, and you to him, as though he were right there with you.  

The scriptures bear out the idea that Adam and Eve enjoyed a relationship with 

God like no one else has experienced since that day.   

Yes, we can draw near to God and he will come ever closer to us.  He will speak 

to your heart and mind.  You can sense his presence and you can feel his love 

and mercy reaching out; but it just isn’t the same as what Adam and Eve had.   
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There was nothing in the beginning that came between God and man.  There was 

no wall of doubt; no veil of sinful flesh that would obscure the relationship and 

keep them from gazing upon the face of our Holy, Righteous God!  I believe that 

they could look directly into the eyes of the Lord and see his mercy in those eyes.  

They could reach out and take the hand of God and feel his love and sense his 

power flowing through them in a way that we can never know in this life because 

of the power of corruption that has entered the picture. 

God told Adam that all that he had created was for their enjoyment.  The life that 

God gave to man was to be one of eternal beauty; absolute prosperity and totally 

fulfilling.  Man’s intelligence was at its peak and his body was perfect, made in 

God’s own image.  His life was forever.  And he enjoyed a close and personal 

relationship with his Creator. 

But in order for man to really be what God wanted him to be, man had to be able to 

choose to be God’s child, so God gave him the free will to choose his own path, 

and God then waited for Adam to make his choices, already knowing what would 

happen. 

Adam had only one choice to make and that choice should have been easy.  All he 

had to do was leave just one tree alone in the garden.  But that one tree was all it 

took for man to make the wrong choice. 

Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 

garden thou mayest freely eat: 

Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 

of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

Even though Adam and Eve had the very best that God could give; and they had 

such a perfect life and a perfect relationship with God; they still wanted the one 

thing that God said they couldn’t have! 

Satan was in that garden with them.  There was no love for man in Satan’s heart!  

He hated God and everything that God stood for, and the one way that he could get 

back at God after being thrown out of his place in Heaven, was to find a way to 

steal, kill and destroy the very thing that God loved most.  And he found his 

answer in man’s own free will; and the one thing that man was told to never touch. 
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God had said that Adam would die if he ate of that tree, but the devil twisted God’s 

words and convinced Adam that God was lying; and hiding the real truth.   

Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

Genesis 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 

be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

That’s all it took!  Just one thought of the possibility that God wasn’t being 

truthful; just one little seed of doubt that God was hiding something good from 

them; and just one look at the beauty and pleasure that could be experienced by 

one moment of disobedience and tasting of the forbidden thing and all was lost! 

Satan’s lies brought the doubts and presented the possibilities, but it was the 

heart of Adam that desired the forbidden fruit!  Adam wanted more than God had 

given! In that moment of temptation and surrender, the heart of Adam became 

filled with pride, desiring to be equal with God.  What if he could become equal 

with God?  Was it not worth trying just to see? 

Just one bite; one bite that would seem like such a small thing to do; but it cost 

Adam his eternal soul!  Just one bite and Adam became a “Dead Man 

Walking”!  With that one yielding to temptation and one act of disobedience, the 

place in Adam’s heart where God dwelled became void and empty.  The Spirit of 

God that had given him eternal life was now departed and the veil of separation 

came crashing down.  Never again would a man know God, while living in his 

body of flesh, like Adam did!  Adam was physically alive, but spiritually dead and 

there was no going back!  Sin had destroyed the soul of man! 

From that day to this every child born into this world has been born spiritually 

dead!  WE CAME INTO THIS WORLD AS A “DEAD MAN WALKING”!  The 

sentence of death is upon every soul of man.  We were born in sin, and lived every 

day of our lives on this earth on death row!  Every man, woman and child has been 

tried in the courts of Heaven and pronounced guilty as charged by the Judge of the 

Universe.  The sentence is given; the doors to spiritual freedom have slammed shut 

behind us.  The Life of God that was breathed into us became our worst enemy and 

we are just waiting for the day of our walk down the Green Mile to an eternity 

without God!   
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Thank God the story doesn’t end there!  Man without God is just a hopeless, 

wretched creature that is condemned to an eternity of pain and suffering.  That’s 

the sentence of the court that is far worse than any electric chair or lethal injection 

in Angola Prison.  Man’s sentence is eternal death; ever dying but never ceasing to 

exist! 

But God’s love intervened!  He knew what was coming for man’s soul, so God, in 

his mercy and grace, sent his only Son, Jesus, to die on a cross and pay for our 

crime in full.  When we accept Christ’s sacrifice, the sentence of death is taken 

from our soul and placed on the Lord Jesus Christ!  He paid the debt that we 

couldn’t pay and took upon himself the sin of the whole world and carried it to the 

cross!  The blood of the Lamb of God that was slain for man has the power to wash 

away every sin and to buy back that eternal life that God wants all men to have. 

There are many today who don’t want to hear about the blood of Christ!  

There are many today who simply deny it’s power!   

Let me say that without the blood, there is no hope!  It takes a perfect sacrifice of 

innocent blood to wash away sin!   

 Sin is not cleansed in a pool of water when you’re baptized!   

 Sin is not removed by the shaking of a preacher’s hand at the altar of the 

church! 

 Sin is not forgiven just because we confess it in a private booth to the ears of 

another sinful man who has no power to forgive his own sin, much less 

yours!  

 Sin is not paid for with earthly treasures no matter how long or how much 

you might be able or willing to give to the church. 

 Sin is not washed away by taking communion and drinking of the cup or 

eating a wafer, no matter how many times it is sanctified in prayer. 

 Even the hearing of the Word of God that washes away wrong thinking and 

helps us to change does not have the power to cleanse sin. It only works 

after the sin has been washed away! 

Sin is only cleansed by the power of the Blood of Jesus Christ and exercising 

faith in Jesus’ substitutionary death on the cross for the saving of your soul!  It’s 

only by the Blood and no other way!   
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Until we come to the place where we trust in the Blood of Jesus to cleanse us 

from sin and bring us back into a right relationship with God through Christ, we 

are still “Dead Men Walking”.  The only way to life is through the Blood of the 

Lamb! 

John 6:53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 

the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.  

John 6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I 

will raise him up at the last day. 

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 

with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 

forgiveness of sins: 

So what happens when we accept Jesus as our Savior and begin to trust in the 

power of the blood to save us?  We pass from death into life with God once 

again!  The breath of God comes again, blowing like a mighty wind and filling us 

with the presence of the Holy Ghost!  The life of God returns and God fills that 

void in our hearts once again! 

We become dead to sin and the power of the flesh, but alive in Christ!  To the 

world I might look like a “Dead Man Walking” but I am passed from death unto 

life and now I am a “Living Soul, Walking with the Lord and I have eternal life!” 

Satan’s desire is to even pervert the idea of eternal life, and life after death.  

Right now the thing that seems to be popular in our culture is the theme of the dead 

coming to life as “Zombies” or as “The Living Dead”!  This is Satan’s way of 

making the beauty of eternal life seem like something evil. 

The life that God gives is wondrous and filled with glory and beauty!  The 

resurrection to life eternal with God will bring forth the Redeemed!   

We once were as Dead men walking; but now we are walking in newness of life, 

a life that is given to those who have faith in Jesus!   
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We have laid our burdens down at the foot of the cross!  We have put aside the 

things of this world and embraced eternity!  We are dead to this world and the 

power of sin, but alive unto Christ, looking for that city where the Lamb is the 

Light! 

The Holy Fire of God has occupied our hearts and our soul cries out, “Lord, 

light a fire in me that will forever burn!  Let your Holy Fire burn away 

everything in me that remains of that “Dead man walking”!  Fan the flames of 

righteousness!  Put the coals of fire upon my lips!  Let the fire of God burn!  I want 

more of you God and less of me!” 

I once was dead; but now I’m alive in Jesus!  I once was blinded by the 

deceitfulness of sin; but now I see!  I once was bound in chains of darkness, but 

now I’m free! 

Lord, breath in me!  Let your Holy Spirit breathe life into me every day that I may 

live eternally!  No more am I a “Dead Man walking” but I’m alive in Christ, 

risen to new life in him and given a new hope for eternal life with God! 

Are you still a “Dead man walking”?  Are you alive physically, but dead on the 

inside, spiritually?  Does the Life and Fire of God live in you?  Why walk with the 

dead into a place of eternal separation from God and all that is good?  Why not 

turn to Jesus, look into his face and embrace the salvation that he has purchased for 

you with his own blood?  Why not walk with the Living; those who have obtained 

eternal life through Christ?   

The world is full of “Dead men Walking”, taking their steps day by day into 

eternity without God!  They are headed for the execution chambers of Hell!  Don’t 

follow the crowd into the flames; follow Jesus into eternal life! 

Jesus loves you; he died for you and he has already purchased your salvation.  

Today is your day of salvation if you will accept his free gift and believe upon 

him!  Walk with the Lord as Adam did!  Trust in the Lord for your life!  Thank 

God for those who have been brought from death to life through the power of the 

Holy Ghost!  I pray that everyone here will make that choice and live again! 


