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Would You Still Follow Jesus Then? 

Sunday, August 19, 2012 

By Rev. James May 

Everyone loves a winner!  The disciples of Jesus were no different than any of the 

rest of us.  They knew something was special about Jesus; and somehow they 

believed that Jesus would establish a new thing and because of their faithfulness in 

following him and learning from him, these disciples believed that they would be 

at the center of what God was doing in their day.   

Maybe they had visions of grandeur, of being the rulers in the land, powerful, rich 

and influential in society.  Maybe they had thoughts of riding through Jerusalem on 

chariots as the people bowed before them.  In fact, in one scripture, found in Mark 

10:28, Peter looked at Jesus and said, “We have left everything behind to follow 

you.”  In effect what Peter was saying is, “don’t we deserve some special 

recognition?  Don’t you owe us something for our dedication and commitment to 

your cause?  Shouldn’t you make us wealthy and show us special treatment.  Look 

at what we have given up for you.  It’s only fair in my eyes, that you give us 

something great in return.” 

That’s the way it is with all men.  In the rationale of the ordinary man, this would 

seem like a reasonable request.  After all, Peter, James, John and Andrew had 

given up their fishing businesses to follow Jesus.  Matthew had walked away from 

his lucrative job as an IRS agent for the Roman Government who didn’t care how 

much he kept, just so they got their share first. 

Luke had given up his practice as a physician.  Every one of the disciples had 

given up their own ambitions, goals and dreams to follow Jesus; and it was only 

right that they should expect some recognition and reward in return.  That’s just the 

way of the world. 

They had been with Jesus through much of his earthly ministry, but they still didn’t 

understand what Jesus was really all about.  It just didn’t click with them that Jesus 

came to die.  They couldn’t quite grasp the idea that this was God in the flesh 

among them. 

Oh how often do we take that for granted?  How often do we just cruise through 

life, even ignoring the fact that Jesus is with us?  Like the disciples we just forget 

sometimes that he who lives in us is none other than the Great God of Glory.  We 

forget his awesome power and majesty.  We just go through the motions in our 

daily lives, until suddenly we realize, “Wait, where’s Jesus?  I haven’t talked to 



2 

 

him in a while.  I haven’t heard his word in a while.  I have lost that close 

connection with my Lord, and I must get it back.” 

Mark 10:32-34, "And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went 

before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And 

he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto 

him,  Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be 

delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him 

to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:  And they shall mock him, and shall 

scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall 

rise again." 

Jesus had been speaking of his impending death for some time, but they didn’t 

want to hear it.  The ministry that they had was too much of a good thing to think 

that it could be drawing to a climax.  How could that happen? 

But Jesus had said that he was going to Jerusalem to be arrested, condemned and 

executed.  Then he would rise again on the third day.   

“Now wait a minute Jesus.  I don’t mind the rising on the third day.  It’s those days 

between now and then that I just don’t get.”  Why go there if you know you’re 

going to die?  Why place yourself in jeopardy when things are just getting started?  

And what about us?  What is going to happen to us if they arrest you?   I’m just not 

feeling it!  Something here isn’t computing.  If you know all this is coming, then 

let’s just go somewhere else.”  But Jesus kept walking with his face set toward 

Jerusalem and his destiny. 

Even though the disciples heard the words of Jesus, they still didn’t understand the 

full meaning of what was said.   

Folks, if we are going to follow Jesus, we had better be prepared to count the cost.  

Serving the Lord is not always going to be easy.  There will be times of troubles 

and perhaps even times of bitter persecution for the cause of Christ. 

Many around the world today are in distress for their testimony of Jesus.  Some are 

in prisons where they have been forgotten about by their jailors.  Some have been 

killed for Jesus’ work. 

We in America are so blessed.  We think we are facing persecution when someone 

makes fun of our Pentecostal beliefs, or laughs at us when we try to stand for the 

right.  None of us has had to really suffer for the Lord.  But I fear that greater 

persecution is coming should the Lord tarry in coming to take his Bride away.  

Persecution is lying at the door and all it would take is the passage of a few more 
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“hate laws” and we could all be branded as undesirables in American Society and 

face criminal charges for even mentioning the name of Jesus and the truth of God’s 

Word. 

Don’t forget that you are not a friend of this world if you are a friend of God.  The 

world hates God, and in time, it’s hatred for you, as a child of God, will begin to 

show forth.  When it does, don’t be surprised, or taken off guard.  Prepare yourself 

for it’s coming and lean on Jesus.  He won’t let you down. 

The disciples still didn’t get it, even though Jesus was talking plainly.  That’s the 

problem with a lot of people even today.  We hear what we want to hear and block 

out what we don’t want to hear.  It’s called “Selective Hearing”.   

Even after saying that he was going to be arrested and die in Jerusalem, the 

disciples still wanted some promise of a reward for their service to the Lord! 

Mark 10:35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, 

Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.  

How presumptuous is that!  How much were they filled with pride to believe that 

Jesus was like a donor with deep pockets who should and would give them 

anything they wanted. 

I still think that there are Christians who think that way today.  We want to treat 

Jesus like he’s a Santa Claus, or a cost-free, tax-free, open to the public all the 

time, Target or Walmart.  WE ask, and he gives without limitations.  MY faith is 

big, therefore YOU must give what I ask!  I will NAME  what I want, and CLAIM 

what I want; and because you have promised it in your Word; You have to give it 

to me.    You owe me that Lord, just because you love me and because I love you.  

I have great FAITH.  I have Faith in my Faith.  And I am convinced that my faith 

is so great that you cannot deny what I ask Lord!  It’s my blessing and I want it 

now! 

That’s the premise of the prosperity gospel! 

Mark 10:36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?  

The patience of Jesus is hard to imagine.  To have worked with these men and 

trained them, and shown them his glory and power for all this time, and then for 

them to have such worldly thinking is just unbelievable.   

And just what do you think you deserve for your service to me?  Since you have 

given up all to follow me, what do you consider a fair price in exchange?  Go 
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ahead, ask.  I can only sense the hurt in those words.  What is it worth to you?  

Has not what I have given and what I have promised been enough? 

You have cast out devils in my name.  You have seen things that no one else on 

earth has ever seen.  You have been given the promise of eternal life and a place 

in my kingdom to come!  Is that not enough?  

Obviously, that wasn’t enough for the dcisciples.  Their hearts were still set on 

earthly things and they wanted tangible blessings, not some “pie in the sky 

promise”! 

Mark 10:37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right 

hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

Wow, what a request!  They not only wanted to be second only to Jesus in his 

kingdom as his most powerful aides, but they wanted to share in God’s glory!  

They wanted to bask in the praises of the people, in the glory of the accolades, and 

be thought of as vice-regents of the very Son of God.  Of course they didn’t have 

any idea what they were truly asking! 

Mark 10:38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the 

cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?  

Jesus didn’t get angry with them, although verse 41 tells us that all of the other 

disciples became angry with James and John.  I wonder if they were mad because 

James and John asked first and beat everyone else to the punch?  Perhaps pride and 

the hope of a great reward was upon the heart of every one of them.  The scripture 

says that all 10 were displeased.   

If wonder if their thoughts may have been like this:  If anybody deserved to sit on 

the right and left hand of Jesus it had to be Peter and John.  They were closer to 

Jesus than the others.  They should have gotten the positions.  Well, what about 

some of the others.  They had kept humble and followed Jesus.  They weren’t the 

troublemaker that Peter was, or the clinger like John, or the ones always arguing 

like James and John.  Shouldn’t our humility earn us a reward too? 

We see so many people today who want all of their recognition now.  They aren’t 

willing to wait until they get to Heaven to receive that reward.  They love the fame, 

the riches, the praises, the glory.  They want it now and everything they do in 

service to the Lord is out of a heart of pride and selfishness.  Lord help us not to 

think like that!  Work where God puts you.  Do it with all your heart.  But let Jesus 

determine how to reward you.  His rewards are so much greater than any we could 

get for ourselves. 
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The answer that James and John gave to Jesus shows that they had no idea what 

they were saying!  Jesus said, “Can you go where I’m going?  Are you willing to 

do what I’m going to do?” 

Mark 10:39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall 

indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized 

withal shall ye be baptized:  

How foolish we can be when we answer with pride in our heart?  How foolish to 

God is an answer that is given from the standpoint of fleshly desire!  These 

disciples were completely void of understanding.  They had no idea what they 

were saying and Jesus knew it. 

Yet he did not condemn them!  He didn’t chase them away!  He didn’t scorn them 

for their foolish thinking.  In fact, he even gave them part of what they asked for.   

You wanted to drink of the cup that I drink, then so be it.  You too will be 

arrested and executed for the cause of the gospel.  You too will be baptized in the 

hatred of this world for my name’s sake.  That part of your request is granted, 

but when the time comes, remember that you requested it; yet I will give you the 

grace to suffer it all in my name. 

The point of this is, “BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR.  YOU MIGHT JUST 

GET IT!” 

We can ask for some very foolish things in our ignorance of what God is doing 

in our lives.  Thank God that He doesn’t always give us what we want; but will 

give us what is needed.  Jesus will equip us for the battles ahead.  He will 

strengthen us for the journey. And he will be with us always, even to the very end, 

sticking closer than a brother.  That much of our prayer, God will definitely 

answer. 

Mark 10:40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; 

but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.  

James and John did not know that God had fore-ordained who would occupy the 

throne of God.  It is God alone who sits upon his throne.  God our Father, with 

Jesus at his right hand.  That’s the way that the Bible describes it.  No man could 

ever share in the glory that belongs only to Jesus.   

No man could ever occupy his place; no matter how much my Mormon friends 

say that they can.  There will not be many heavenly thrones for those who are 

good enough for none of us will ever be good enough to be called “God” in our 
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own right.  That’s nothing more than a lie from the devil who tried to do the 

same thing, and the pride in the heart of a man that will lead to his destruction.  

No man can become God and we cannot share in his glory.  Just be satisfied that 

his glory shines through us and reflects off of us onto the world around us.  It’s all 

about Jesus, not us! 

When Jesus saw that all of the disciples were displeased and that some may have 

even begun to argue, he had to set the record straight and teach them what the mark 

of a true leader is all about in the Kingdom of God.  It’s exactly the opposite of 

what the world says is leadership.  The greatest blessings and honor in serving the 

Lord do not come through being ruler over others. 

Mark 10:42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they 

which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and 

their great ones exercise authority upon them.  

Mark 10:43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among 

you, shall be your minister:  

Mark 10:44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.  

That’s God’s way of promotion.  He who serves the most is promoted the 

quickest.  He who is faithful to his calling and the work set before him, and does 

not seek for the honor of men; will most likely be the first to receive those honors 

because he has learned that they really belong to Jesus.  God will only exalt those 

who will give that exaltation back to him in the ears of all who hear.  It’s all God’s 

glory and His honor; not ours to seek! 

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Jesus is our example in all of this.  Though he is very God, he humbled himself and 

became as low as a man could go, even to the condemnation and death upon the 

cross as a common criminal, hated by the world.  Yet he did so willingly. 

How can we do any less?  Jesus came to minister salvation to us all.  Our job then 

is to minister the love of God and the salvation of God to others in return, giving 

ourselves in service to our God. 

What it all comes down to is this:  When you know that glory and honor will never 

be yours.  When you realize that serving Jesus is a life of serving others always.  

When you see that to be somebody in the kingdom of God, you have to make 

yourself a nobody in the eyes of the world.  When you know that you will have to 
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give up most of the pleasures of this world, to qualify for the life that God has for 

you in Heaven – Will you Still Serve Jesus Then? 

James and John went on to serve the Lord and died a martyr’s death for Christ. 

All of the disciples, except John followed that same course. 

John suffered much for the cause of the gospel and died an old man, broken and 

sick from all the times of imprisonment. 

Only Judas thought it not worth price to follow Jesus all the way!  But what a 

terrible price he paid for his greed and pride! 

What will we do when the going gets tough?  What will we do when we are face 

with suffering for the cause of Christ?  Will we serve Jesus Then? 

If we choose to follow Jesus with the right heart and spirit, then we have nothing to 

fear for the answer will be “Yes, I will follow him always; even to the end.”  How 

do I know that?  It’s because Jesus promised to be with you and to strengthen you; 

to stick closer than a brother; to be with you always, even to the end.  You will 

have what it takes to stand if you follow Jesus with all your heart. 

But for those who follow only to receive the blessings; only to gain the 

recognition; only to get the praises of men; only to make a name for themselves; I 

fear that they will follow the path of Judas.  Their reward is now and there will be 

none waiting!  When the reward ceases and the praises of men fade away, Will 

they follow Jesus Then? 

Let us always guard our hearts; and not seek after that which belongs only to God.  

Let us, with a pure heart and an humble spirit seek only to serve God and to serve 

one another.  Only then can we truly know that we are serving Jesus as we should. 

 


